
SJR0746
01166536

-1-

Filed for intro on  02/11/2004

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 746
By  Jackson

A RESOLUTION to direct the Department of Education to conduct
a study on the quality of the curriculum and
punishment policies and procedures utilized by
alternative schools in Tennessee.

WHEREAS, the education of our youth must be a priority for Tennessee to continue to

prosper and compete in the 21st century and the educational opportunities available to each

student are of vital importance; and

WHEREAS, the Education Improvement Act of 1992 required each local school district

in Tennessee to create at least one alternative school for students in grades 7 through 12 who

have been suspended or expelled from their traditional institution; and

WHEREAS, the Tennessee Higher Education Commission reported to the Senate

Education Committee on January 28, 2004 that only 55 out of every 100 freshmen entering high

school in Tennessee today will graduate with a high school diploma; and

WHEREAS, the successful matriculation of every student through the use of a quality

curriculum along with appropriate instruction, policies and procedures should be Tennessee’s

goal; and

WHEREAS, a complete review and evaluation of Tennessee’s alternative schools is

required to determine the status of the program and provide factual information for this body to

appropriately address this most important issue; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRD GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, that the Department of Education is directed to conduct a study of the

alternative schools across Tennessee to evaluate: (1) the quality of the curriculum utilized by

the schools, (2) the policies and procedures relative to discipline and punishment and (3) the

drop out rate for alternative school students.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, it is the legislative intent that such study be concluded

and its results and findings, including any recommendations, be presented to the Oversight

Committee on Education no later than April 1, 2005.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an enrolled copy of this resolution be transmitted to

the Commissioner of Education.


